
specs
Education
Detroit, MI
116,456 sq/ft
7 floors
26,000 students

solutions provided 
Furniture

strategic partners
NORR 

featured products
Coalesse Hosu Lounge Chair
Steelcase B-Free Beam Bench
Steelcase B-Free High Table
Steelcase B-Free Lounge
Steelcase Thread
Steelcase Verb Table
Steelcase Verb Whiteboard Easel
Turnstone Campfire Paper Table 
Turnstone Campfire Personal Table
Turnstone Alight Ottoman
Turnstone Campfire 
Half Depth Big Table
Turnstone Campfire Lounge
Turnstone Scoop Stools 
Turnstone Shortcut Chair

Wayne State University
A Space for STEM Innovation and Collaboration

Wayne State University (WSU) serves a diverse range of students at their Midtown 
Detroit campus. They pride themselves on their STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) programs, with dozens of degree programs ranging from 
astrophysics to environmental science to biomedical engineering. Previously, WSU did 
not have a dedicated STEM learning environment. The high demand in these courses 
necessitated the renovation of the old Science and Engineering library into a state-of-
the-art STEM facility. They partnered with NORR’s architects and NBS to help create a 
space that fosters multi-disciplinary innovation and collaborative learning.

WSU envisioned the new STEM facility to be an open, collaborative, and flexible 
space to meet the needs of 21st-century learners. To accomplish this, we pushed the 
boundaries of agile space design.

Large, open rooms with mobile furniture and screens allow spaces to be reconfigured 
on demand for different kinds of activities. Students can come together as a larger 
group for lectures or form small breakout groups by rearranging furniture, many of 
which are on castors, to allow easy movement. Each floor has slightly different room 
configurations and furniture options, creating a range of agile spaces, including maker 
spaces, lounge areas and laboratories, that support many different types of learning. 
Collaboration spaces are available on every floor, so students have a “plug-and-play” 
place to go between classes to connect with peers, study or simply recharge.

On the 7th floor, all the walls were removed to create one open, flexible space with an 
amazing view of the whole campus. Anyone in the WSU community can reserve this 
space for special events or presentations.

harder working spaces
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 Flexible common areas on each floor provide “plug-and-play” places for peer interaction, 
studying or lounging between classes. 

Iki, an Asian elephant skeleton stands as the 
unofficial mascot of the building.

Standing height tables support seamless 
interaction with STEM equipment. 



The open multi-purpose space on the 7th floor is 
now one of the WSU team’s favorite places.

One of the primary goals of the renovation project was promoting 
cross-disciplinary and cross-department collaboration. To support this, 
all lecture spaces became general purpose, and the abundance of 
collaboration and STEM common spaces provide constant opportunities 
for interdisciplinary interaction and learning. Faculty and students can 
reserve enclosed “touch down” spaces on each floor for studying, 
remote classes, or administrative work. “From the beginning of the 
design process, we prioritized interdisciplinary interactions. By creating 
flexible classrooms and labs, and utilizing every square foot to encourage 
collaboration, we are thrilled to see that our students and faculty agree. 
Since our return to campus, the STEM Innovation Learning Center has 
been one of the most popular buildings for students and faculty alike!”, 
shares Ashley Flintoff, Director of Planning and Space Management.

The project has been more than a simple remodel—it has driven positive 
changes in culture across all the STEM departments that share the 
space. Faculty members are even reworking how they teach and lesson 
plan, elevating their teaching style to match the new building features. 
The redesign has given both faculty and students permission to think 
differently about teaching and learning, peer and faculty interaction, 
and the intersections between science, technology, engineering, art 
and mathematics. It is a space that invites collaboration and innovation, 
where any room can be a place for learning. 

Learn more about Wayne State University: wayne.edu
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Mobile tables allow spaces to be  rearranged on demand. Chairs have built-in shelves to hold backpacks or belongings. Thread power distribution 
under the carpet keeps student’s mobile devices charged within arms reach and supports future flexibility in the STEM building. 

A variety of furniture settings encourage students to 
meet, present or work in different postures.

http://merit.edu
http://www.yourNBS.com

